Midland League, Report of the Chair — November 2024

The League has enjoyed a successful season with a number of closely contested matches, a new
name on the Division 1 trophy and some close battles for promotion from the Regional Divisions.
Also, the innovations which we have introduced in recent years are now becoming well established
and we are now looking to refine them.

Speaking with a ‘Division 1 hat’ it seemed that the matches in August and September were much
better supported than those at the start of the season. This reflects the difficulty in fitting in senior
leagues on dates which don’t clash with either Schools or YDL fixtures, with the associated load on
both athletes & officials. It also emphasises the heavy reliance which some teams have on U20
athletes given the dearth of true ‘Senior’ athletes at all levels of our sport. This may be different in
the regional divisions where a different demographic mix may be prevalent? Equally, as we
participate in meetings with other competition providers it would also seem that competitive
landscape is very different across the regions of the UK. As we move forward, we will need to
balance all of these factors and find the most appropriate solution for the Midlands. Happily, for
2025 we have managed to bring the final fixture forward to the last weekend in August and avoided
a September fixture which can be too late for some athletes.

Sadly, this year we were faced with the unprecedented situation of being forced to cancel a division 1
match, at short notice. This was due to our inability to find a Level 2 Track Judge from the competing

clubs, to act as the Track Referee. If we had held the match our insurance would have been invalid as

we had not complied with the conditions of our permit.

| do not intend to go into detail but suffice to say that the league provide a ‘Guide to Hosting a
Fixture’, reminding particular milestones along the path to organising a fixture. If that had been
followed more closely the Management Committee would have been aware earlier and would have
been able to re-assign an official from another division. Please would all clubs take this as a reminder
of what can happen if you do not prepare in a timely manner for hosting a fixture. On a more
positive note, it was pleasing to hear how, in all Divisions, clubs co-operated to ensure that individual
events could take place with the required number of correctly qualified officials.

As last year the Management Committee are only proposing minor changes to the Constitution and
Rules of Competition, essentially to make it less valuable to add ‘fillers’ as C string competitors.

The most important business for the AGM is to think ahead to the Age Group Changes which will
come into effect for the 2026 season. We would like to hear the opinions of all members of the
league as to how we should adapt to these. We are planning to hold an open discussion at this year’s
AGM with a view to establishing a small sub-committee who will formulate and circulate detailed
proposals prior to next years AGM. In doing so we also need to be mindful of, but not governed by,
the direction of travel taken by other leagues. If your club is not present at the AGM, please feel free
to share your thoughts by e-mail.

Finally, | would like to express my thanks to all members of the Management Committee for their
support during the season. | would also like to give special thanks to Stewart Barnes for his long
service to the MCAA and this League as our long-standing Treasurer and more recently Chairman of
the Association. I’'m sure you will all join me in wishing Stewart a rewarding, and well deserved.
‘retirement’.
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